Wrightsville Beach Wahine Classic 2015
Ninety-six female competitors greeted sunny skies and perfect three foot waves on Saturday morning, August 15, 2015. The amateur categories, divided into age groups, demonstrated the expansion of girls’ surfing, as the under 14 age group had 32 competitors! The girls who advanced through their heats surfed three rounds to reach the final. Ocean conditions got a bit testy in the afternoon with the falling tide and southwest wind, but the hard chargers prevailed. By request, a tandem division of two preliminary heats provided the most spectator approval of the day. After the banquet on Saturday evening, with a drawing for a Costa Rica surf trip (won by the caterer’s daughter), we started promptly at eight 8 am Sunday with similar wave offerings. Our teenie wahine division, the assisted group of age 10 and under, was a big hit as always, with many happy girls receiving awards for their skills. Big thanks to Jack Viorel of Indo Jax Surf School for organizing the teenie wahine heats!
Our pro divisions of longboard and shortboard were well represented, with local longboard finalists joined by Kate Barratini of Folly Beach, and traveling shortboard pros making the most of wave conditions that suited the younger competitors better. Florida and South Carolina’s Savannah Bradley, Grace Muckenfuss and Kayla Durden surfed into the shortboard finals. Our local pro longboard finalists were Karson Lewis, Julia Eckel, and Kat Neff. Kat also finaled in the pro shortboard division. On the amateur side, South Carolina’s Bree Labiak dominated again, winning two divisions. Our local standouts, Leah Thompson, Madeline Eckel, and Laurel Senick surfed their way into multiple finals. The Virginia Beach Wahine Surf Club boosted our numbers and our morale, bringing a wahine from Maui, Marylee Sakas, who finaled in her longboard category. Wahine Surf Club’s Carrie Copenhaver, Ragan Curtin, and Camden Hoover surfed into the finals in their divisions, as well as Laura Coyne from Virginia.  Folly Beach, South Carolina, which hosts the Folly Beach Wahine Classic in June, also showcased their skills in their divisions, with stylish surfing by Perng Huston and South Carolina’s Terry Green and Olivia Wendell surfing their way into the finals. Topsail Beach’s Jacqueline Reece joined the finalists, as did Swain Curtin, (1st place Women’s shortboard), Malia Harrell of Oak Island, and Wilmington’s Cameron Paul, Saylor Emmart, Gabby Viorel, Amelia Fitzpatrick, Samantha Newkirk, and Nicole Nason.
Two categories that are receiving rave reviews are the tandem event and the SUP surf events. The local girls that I coach begged me to include the tandem event, and it was a huge hit! The SUP finalists were Anna and Jenna Blackburn and Saylor Emmart of Wilmington and Carrie Copenhaver of Virginia Beach. 
Local businesses sponsor this event. Our title sponsor is Wilmington Oral Surgery. Sea Scape Properties sponsored the banquet. Our major sponsors include Carolina Marine Terminal, Cape Fear Commercial Realty, Thomas Construction Group, Oceanic Restaurant, Bob King GMC, Marine Warehouse Center, and The Blockade Runner Resort. Surf Shops and businesses also sponsor our Wahine Classic, and our beloved Southern North Carolina district of the Eastern Surfing Association, Director Amy Rose, along with Sandy Rose and Mary Ann Mangiacapre and Misty Mangiacapre, coordinate this event. Big thanks to announcers Mike Beech and Phil Jackson, and scaffolding crew Will McEathern, manager of 17th St Surf Shop Wilmington, Johnny Langone and Craig Newkirk.
One person near and dear to my heart, who shows up every time I ask him, is our photographer Ed Potter. We can view his photos of our event at no cost at www.ncsurfphoto.com. Thank you Ed Potter! Also, thanks to photographers Michelle Leyrer, Mark Morris, and Grace Muckenfuss for recording our event! And, I think that a photographer from Local Sessions made an appearance?
